
 
 
 

3rd Edition 

Conference on  

Automotive Design & Styling  
Theme: “Design & Styling in India – Emerging Market” 

13th October 2017: Hotel ITC Grand Chola, Chennai 
 

Tamil Nadu Technology and Promotion Centre of CII organized its 3rd Edition - Conference on 

Automotive Design & Styling on 13th October 2017 at Hotel ITC Grand Chola, Chennai with 

the theme of “Design & Styling in India- Emerging Marketò. This conference aims to help 

stakeholders understand how to effectively synergise our strengths and capabilities for a 

prospective growth in manufacturing segment to achieve indigenization in the aerospace & 

defence sector.  

 

The conference was chaired by Mr Srinivas Aravapalli, Conference Chair & Senior Vice 

President & Head – Product Development, Mahindra & Mahindra Ltd. Special address by 

Mr M Srinivasa Rao, General Manager Make In India Labs, ITM Group Institutes, Mr S N 

Eisenhower, Past Chairman CII – Tamil Nadu & Director – Operations Saint-Gobain Glass 

India & Solar Malaysia and keynote address by Mr Pradeep Nair Managing Director, 

Autodesk India & SAARC Operations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



L-R: Mr M Srinivas Rao, General Manager, Make In India Labs, ITM Group Institutes, Mr Pradeep Nair, Managing 
Director, Autodesk India & SAARC Operations, Mr Srinivas Aravapalli Conference Chair & Senior Vice President & 
Head ς Product Development, Mahindra & Mahindra Ltd, Mr S N Eisenhower, Past Chairman CII ς Tamil Nadu & 
Director ς Operations Saint-Gobain Glass India & Solar Malaysia 

 

Mr Srinivas Aravapalli in his chair address emphasised that the automotive industry is a 

taking a significant change right now and it is the most critical phase and has never seen 

this kind of rapid change in my 30yrs of career. He also added that every second day there 

is an announcement on Electrification, news about electric vehicles and series of 

development in mobility space. He highlighted that the Indian customer is unrelenting. 

Design, Styling, shape, Frugality, Technology & Weight have become the prime deciding 

parameters for purchase of automobiles. In most cases we as an industry are challenged 

to deliver on these parameters simultaneously. Achieving a right balance between these 

factors is where our ingenuity, innovation and drive to succeed comes to the fore.  

 

There is a deficiency in the skills, and academic house producing students, emphasised Mr M 

Srinivas Rao, he also added that Make in India labs have built up – design, manufacturing and 

robotics facility labs for practical exposure to students, hence higher rate for employment. 

Relationship between academic and industry needs to be built.  

Mr S N Eisenhower insisted that Research in batteries, money invested in R&D is very high. He 

also added that Auto industry is growing at around 6% this year. Government of India – promoting 

electric cars - technology advancement and social changes, intelligent mobility. Designers are 

playing a crucial role in bringing about change in the automobile industry. He concluded saying 

Number of designers is going to be phenomenal which eventually will increase jobs 

The future of making things is undergoing a major change through virtual reality in styling and 

design. The physical model can be experienced in finest detail even before the next car is built 

said Mr Pradeep Nair. He also added that the 3D model designs can be shared with your 

customer at a real scale with life like detail and they can walk through the product and review it 

before purchase. He then highlighted that Tesla Electric cars have fundamentally changed how 

electric cars were perceived. With innovative styling and design it took the objective design and 

was made to look attractive for people to use. They broke away from conventional styling, creating 

a competitive separation for themselves, took ideas from industries and applied in the automotive 

design. 

This conference included interactive and interesting discussions under the sessions: Future 

Mobility Challenges for Growing Market; Design and Styling Paradigm - India's Roadmap 2030; 



Concept to Proto - Using Emerging Technology and Innovation, Business Opportunity and 

Returns. 

   

Key eminent speakers addressed the conference included – Mr Ramesh Manickam, Founder - 

CEO Industrial Design Director, Centroid Design. Mr Venkataramana Mantha, CEO, Assystem 

Technologies India Pvt Ltd. Ms Naveena Swamy, Cheif Innovation Officer, IITM Research Park 

Mr Ovidiu Olaru, Head of I CV&AM R&D India Commercial Vehicles & Aftermarket, Continental 

Automotive Components (India) Pvt. Ltd. Mr Srikanth Sudhir Senior Principal Engineer – Trims 

Engg. Mahindra & Mahindra Ltd. Mr Simhachalam Bade, Senior General Manager Corporate 

Technology Center, Tube Investments of India. Mr Sivakumar S Head – Industrial Design, Royal 

Enfield. Mr Mohan Desu Vice President & Global Delivery Head – Design & Manufacturing 

Engineering, Satyam Venture Engineering Services. Mr Binoy Paul, Engineering Director, 

Visteon Corporation. Dr P V Ramana, Founder Chairman, ITM group of Institutions. Mr.Philippe 

Hidden, International Business Development Director, Assystem Technologies, France. Mr 

Shibashis Ghosh Technical Specialist, Altair. Mr Selvakumar Rajendran Managing Director, 

Accenture Services Private Limited, Mr Keerti Malavooru Technical Manager – Manufacturing 

Solutions, Autodesk India (P) Ltd. Mr Krishna Srinivas Sr. Vice President – CTC, Tube 

Investments of India Ltd. Mr Murali Balasubramanian India Innovation Head, FCA Engineering 

India Pvt Ltd. Mr Yogesh Umbarkar Vice President – Ricardo Software, Ricardo India Private 

Ltd. Dr Bala Pesala Principal scientist, CSIR Associate professor, AcSIR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The conference was well attended by more than 300 delegates with technology and business 

interests from all over the country. This edition witnessed the best of the participation from the 

industry and relevant organizations.  The programme content and speakers presentations were 

appreciated by one and all.  The participants found the conference most interesting and the 

interactions highly resourceful. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

3rd Edition 

Conference on  

Automotive Design & Styling  
Theme: “Design & Styling in India – Emerging Market” 

13th October 2017: Hotel ITC Grand Chola, Chennai 
 

Programme Schedule  
 

 
0930 Hrs - 1030 Hrs                     Inaugural Session 
 
0930 Hrs Welcome & Theme Address    Mr Srinivas Aravapalli 

Conference Chair & 
Senior Vice President & 
Head – Product Development  
Mahindra & Mahindra Ltd 
 

0945 Hrs Special Address    Mr M Srinivasa Rao  
General Manager  
Make In India Labs 
ITM Group Institutes 

 
1000 Hrs Special Address    Mr S N Eisenhower 

Past Chairman 
CII – Tamil Nadu &  
Director - Operations 
Saint-Gobain Glass India & Solar Malaysia 
 

1015 Hrs Keynote Address     Mr Pradeep Nair 
       Managing Director  
       Autodesk India & SAARC Operations 
 
1030 Hrs Vote of Thanks    Mr Srinivas Aravapalli 
 
1035 Hrs Session Close 
 
 
 
1035 Hrs – 1045 Hrs Tea / Coffee Break 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1045 Hrs - 1145 Hrs Panel Discussion on Future Mobility Design Challenges for Growing 
Market  

 
1045 Hrs  Context Setting by  Mr Ramesh Manickam  

Panel Moderator   Founder - CEO & Industrial Design Director 
Centroid Design 
 

1055 Hrs - 1130 Hrs  Panelists   Mr Mantha Venkatarmana 
       CEO 
       Assystems Technologies India Pvt Ltd 
 

Mr Ovidiu Olaru 
Head of I CV&AM R&D India 
Commercial Vehicles & Aftermarket 
Continental Automotive Components (India) 
Pvt. Ltd.  
 
Mr Srikanth Sudhir 
Senior Principal Engineer – Trims Engg. 
Mahindra & Mahindra Ltd. 
 
Mr Simhachalam Bade 
Sr. GM – CTC  
Tube Investments of India Ltd. 

1135 Hrs  Discussion 
 
1145 Hrs   Session Changeover 

1145 Hrs - 1300 Hrs   Plenary Session I:   Design & Styling Paradigm – India’s  
    Roadmap 2030 
 
1145 Hrs Opening Remarks & Address by  Mr Sriram G 

Session Chairman    R&D Director  
Valeo India Private Limited   

      
1205 Hrs Address    Mr Sivakumar S 

Head – Industrial Design 
Royal Enfield 
 

1220 Hrs Address    Mr Mohan Desu 
Vice President & Global Delivery Head - 
Design & Manufacturing Engineering 
Satyam Venture Engineering Services 
 

1235 Hrs Address    Mr Binoy Paul 
       Engineering Director 

Visteon Corporation 
1250 Hrs Discussion 
 
1300 Hrs – 1400 Hrs  Networking Lunch Break  
 
 
 
 
 



 
1400 Hrs – 1530 Hrs Plenary Session II: Concept to Proto – Using Emerging Technology 
 

1400 Hrs Opening Remarks & Address  Dr P V Ramana 
   Session Chairman   Founder Chairman 
       ITM group of Institutions 

 
1420 Hrs Address    Mr Philippe Hidden 

International Business Development 
Director 
Assystem Technologies, France 

 
1435 Hrs Address    Mr Shibashis Ghosh 

Technical Specialist 
Altair       
  

1450 Hrs Address    Mr Selvakumar Rajendran 
       Managing Director 
       Accenture Services Private Limited 
 
1505 Hrs Address    Mr Keerti Malavooru 

Technical Manager – Manufacturing 
Solutions 
Autodesk India (P) Ltd. 

1515 Hrs Discussion 
 
1530 Hrs – 1545 Hrs Tea/Coffee Break 

1545 Hrs – 1730 Hrs Plenary Session III: Innovation, Business Opportunity and Returns  
 
1545 Hrs Opening Remarks & Address  Mr Ovidiu Olaru 

Session Chairman   Head of I CV&AM R&D India 
Commercial Vehicles & Aftermarket 
Continental Automotive Components (India) 
Pvt. Ltd., 

 

1605 Hrs Address     Mr Krishna Srinivas 
     Sr. Vice President – CTC  

Tube Investments of India Ltd 

   
1620 Hrs Address     Mr Murali Balasubramanian 
       India Innovation Head 
       FCA Engineering India Pvt Ltd 

        
1635 Hrs Address    Mr Yogesh Umbarkar  

Vice President – Ricardo Software 
Ricardo India Private Ltd 
 

1650 Hrs Address    Dr Bala Pesala 
       Principal scientist, CSIR 

Associate professor, AcSIR 
1705 Hrs Discussion  
 
1715 Hrs Session Wrap-Up & Close 
 


